The five-option multiple-choice item and the seven-point rating scale item are two of the most commonly used formats for psychological measurement. However, the item response theory (IRT) models used most often-the Rasch model, the two-parameter logistic and normal ogive models, and the three- 
Despite such well-known advantages, theoretical developments have been slower for polytomous models than for dichotomous models. Moreover, practical applications of polytomous models to important testing problems were reported rather infrequently during the 1970s and 1980s. With the advent of Thissen's (1988) MULTILOG computer program and powerful personal computers, the use of polytomous models has become far more accessible and feasible for measurement specialists. In 
